
The Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) has once again 
awarded the Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting to the Village for its most 
recent Annual Comprehensive Fi-
nancial Report (ACFR). The report 
has been judged by an impartial 
panel to meet the high standards 
of the program, which includes 
demonstrating a constructive “spirit 
of full disclosure” to clearly commu-
nicate its financial story and moti-
vate potential users and user groups 
to read the report. The Village has 
received this financial report award 
each year over the last 14 years.

The Certificate of Achievement is 
the highest form of recognition in 

the area of governmental account-
ing and financial reporting, and its 
attainment represents a significant 
accomplishment by a government 
and its management. 

Scan here to access 
the most recent 
Village ACFR.
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Street Dance  Sept 3

Labor Day
Village Hall Closed
LRS Service Delay 

Patriot Day
Moment of Silence at Memorial

Latin Heritage Fest

Sept 5

Sept 11

Sept 17

Wauconda Cruise NightSept 20

Trick or Treat 
Main Street

 Oct 30

Halloween
Trick or Treat from 4-8 PM

Oct 31

Election DayNov 8

Veterans Day

Wauconda Honors Banner 
Retirement

Nov 11

Nov 12

Holiday Street Lighting

Thanksgiving Day
Turkey Trot 5k Race
Village Hall Closed
LRS Service Delay 

All Non-Emergency Village 
Facilities Closed

Nov 23

Nov 24

Nov 25

Excellence in Financial Reporting



Mayor’s Message
Jeff A. Sode

It has been a fun, busy summer in the Village, 
and we have enjoyed a great lineup of 
events throughout the season, including the 
Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony, Cruise 
Night, Wauconda Fest, the 3rd of July Fire-
works, the Farmers Market, Triathlons and 
National Night Out.

I would like to thank everyone who has come out to these events over the 
past couple months. It has been wonderful to see so many members of 
our community having a great time and enjoying themselves. Addition-
ally, I would like to thank all the sponsors and committees, as well as the 
administrative staff, public works, police and fire departments for helping 
to organize and handle all the logistics for these special occasions. Finally, 
I want to applaud our incredible volunteers, who go above and beyond to 
make these events such a memorable experience for all participants. For in-
stance, our volunteer Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) plays 
an essential role in keeping all who attend safe; this group has fulfilled well 
over 1,000 volunteer hours at our various functions this year.

Another group of exceptional volunteers I’d like to mention are those 
who run the Wauconda Island Lake Food Pantry. The organization helps 
to provide food to local community members in need, and they currently 
serve about 700 individuals and around 250 families in the area. All the 
products they receive are donation-driven. To learn more about their ex-
traordinary efforts and how you can support their cause, visit their web-
site at wilfp.org.

Lastly, this past year the Village implemented a Property Maintenance 
Compliance Program, which has overall been well-received by residents. I 
am proud to report that to date we have issued approximately 425 notices 
and have achieved a 92% compliance rate.

I wish you all a healthy, safe and fun Fall season.
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On December 22, 1883, the Village 
Board authorized the first property 
tax for the purpose of road improve-
ments and was levied at thirty cents 
per one-hundred-dollar valuation.
 
As the 1884 – 1885 fiscal year drew 
to a close, the Village’s expenditures, 
for the first time exceeded one thou-
sand dollars, leaving a cash balance 
of $117.73. 

During the December 3, 1885 Village 
Board Meeting, the Board approved 
the installation of street lamps with 
power and considered a petition by 
the public for fire protection. 

A special election was held on July 
25, 1887 to determine the method 
of fire protection in the Village. Of 
the forty-seven votes cast, twen-
ty-three were for a tank system and 
twenty-four were for a hand engine. 
Thus, on May 29, 1888, the Board 
authorized a contract with J. W. 
Newkirk to furnish the Village with 
a hand engine and a hose cart. In 
December of 1888, the Village be-
gan renting a barn from J. Pratt to 
house the Village fire engine. Shortly 
thereafter, a lot was purchased from 
A.C. Bangs to build the first engine 
house. On February 4, 1890, the 
Board approved the constitution 
and by-laws of the Wauconda Niag-
ara Fire Department; hence, giving 
birth and legal status to Waucon-
da’s first Fire Department. The Board 
authorized the Clerk to turn over 
to the president of the Niagara Fire 
Department the engine house, the 
fire engine, the hose cart and all fix-
tures belonging to the same. At this 
same time, the Board authorized the 
purchase of a two-hundred-pound 
metal fire bell, two lanterns, one 
black lamp, one hand lamp, and a 
set of ladders. 

Village of           
Wauconda History

Residents using the niagara hand pump 
1906. Photo credit: Neville Carr

Original town hall and fire garage in 
1908. Photo credit: Neville Carr
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Each year the Village of Wauco-
nda permits Halloween Trick or 
Treating on October 31st, from 
4:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 

Be sure to follow these tips to 
ensure safety for all of the little 
ghosts and goblins:

• Have children wear reflective 
markings or carry a flashlight 
so they can be seen

• Make sure your children’s 
costumes are properly 
sized to avoid falls and 
tripping

• Use non-toxic face paint 
rather than masks so their 
vision is not limited

• Keep kids on the sidewalk 
when possible and do not 
let them run out into the 
street, use crosswalks

• Always walk in a group 
and don’t let children stray

• Finally, always check the 
candy before letting your 
child eat it

Halloween Trick 
or Treating Hours 

Wauconda Park District Upcoming 
Events
FUN IN THE SUN SUMMER PICNIC (62+ YRS.)
The Wauconda Park District will be hosting its annual summer picnic 
for residents ages 62+ at Cook Park on Wednesday, September 14th 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. The day includes a pontoon ride, bingo, 
vendors, food and entertainment. Please pre-register by September 
7th at waucondaparks.com/programs/special-events/. 

NEW EVENT: SCARECROW IN THE PARK
Join the Wauconda Park District in making the Community Center walking 
path festive for the fall season! Registration is required waucondaparks.
com/programs/special-events/.

We all lead very busy lives, but helping out your com-
munity is something we should all make time for. 
Not only does giving back help you feel good, but it 
also benefits those around you. The Village of Wau-
conda is an incredibly vibrant and activity-oriented 
community. From athletic events to street festivals to 
recycling events, Wauconda hosts some of the most 
well attended events in Lake County. It takes months 
of planning, fundraising and organization to make 
these events a success and they are ALWAYS in need 
of extra help. Scan the QR code to get a list of volun-
teer opportunities.

How can I help my Community?                             
Become a Volunteer



Zero Waste Initiative

Each Fall the Village coordinates 
a FREE curbside residential 
brush collection for tree and 
shrub branches. Residents that 
would like to participate in this 
program should have brush 
placed at the curb no later than 
7:00 AM on Monday, October 
17th. Please note that materi-
als placed at the curb after that 
date will not be collected. Twigs 
and branches must not exceed 
four (4) inches in diameter and 
must be stacked in the same 
direction, not bagged or bun-
dled. Piles should be placed 
within eight (8) feet of the curb 
but not in the street. Brush re-
sulting from a major project 
such as contractors hired by an 
HOA to trim a subdivision do 
not qualify for this service.

Brush Pick-Up

LRS will conduct weekly leaf vacuuming service from October 11 through Decem-
ber 10. Residents that would like to participate in this free service should rake their 
leaves to within two (2) feet of the curb by 7:00 AM on the day of their normal trash 
collection.  Leaves that are raked into the street or near an obstruction will not be 
collected. 

In order to ensure proper drainage, depositing of any grass clippings, leaves, brush, 
yard waste, fill, trash debris, obstructions or unwanted materials in a public street, 
public right-of-way, drain, gutter or ditch is prohibited. 

If you have questions regarding leaf vacuuming services, please contact LRS 
at 844-633-3577 or email at Service@LRSrecycles.com/.

LRS Leaf Vacuuming

SWALCO’s University of Illinois 
Extension is partnering with the 
Master Gardeners of Lake Coun-
ty to offer a FREE compost event 
for Lake County Residents. Reap 
all of the many benefits of an au-
tumnal compost cover for your 
flower gardens, vegetable gar-
dens, landscaping or lawn. Your 
soil will thank you for it!

Bring your own buckets to 
University of IL Extension, LC 
at 100 US 45, Grayslake on 
Friday, September 30th from 
11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Compost 
is available while supplies last 
and there is a maximum of ten 
(10) gallons per household. 
Call 847-377-4954 for more 
information. 

SWALCO Fall 
Compost            
Giveaway Event
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As we come to the end of the Summer event season, we are excited to announce 
a Zero Waste Initiative that we will be rolling out at the upcoming Annual Street 
Dance. Diverting unnecessary waste from landfills helps reduce Wauconda’s 
contribution to greenhouse gas emissions, soil and water pollution. In addition 
to the existing garbage and recycling receptacles, LRS will be providing FOOD 
WASTE ONLY toters. Food waste includes food organics and paper products 
such as paper plates / bowls and napkins. To-go containers, cups and utensils all 
should go in the trash. 

Yard waste and food organic waste are collected and taken to a state-licensed 
compost facility where they are processed into compost and mulches. Compost 
and mulches are used to rebuild local soils, protect topsoil from erosion due to 
wind or rain, suppress weeds, conserve water, and attract earthworms. Each resi-
dent is entitled to a FREE bag of compost once a year with your LRS service plan. 
The image below indicates what materials should go in each receptacle and/or toters. 



Residents are allowed to have recreational fires as long as they meet all guide-
lines set forth in the Village Code. Devices such as outdoor fireplaces, commer-
cially manufactured steel or ceramic portable fireplaces, chimneys, and portable 
fire pits may fit the criteria. Stationary firepits may also be allowed but must be 
built below ground with a minimum depth of ten (10) inches and surrounded 
by non-combustible material. Community or HOA bonfires must be approved 
by the Wauconda Fire District and permitted by the Community Development 
Department. An application can be found by visiting the Village of Wauconda 
website at  www.wauconda-il.gov/Bonfire-Application. 

Safety Tip: A person over the age of 18 must be present to supervise any type of fire, 
recreational or permitted bonfire. A hose or fire extinguishing equipment should be 
accessible nearby and burning shall not take place if winds exceed 10 miles per hour. 

Open Burning

Generally, water consumption is higher during the Summer due to watering of 
lawns, filling pools, power washing homes, decks and gardening. The Village 
of Wauconda bills one month after a water meter reading is taken. For exam-
ple: meter reading is taken 7-5-2022 and then again on 8-5-2022 you will be billed 
for your usage period on 9-1-2022. Utility Billing always runs statements on the 
first business day of each month. The billing cycle is generally 30 days but can 
fluctuate due to changing out water meters and/or readers, holidays or other 
unforeseen factors that may delay staff from taking meter readings. 

It is always a good practice during the Summer months to keep a log of when 
watering your lawn, garden, power washing and filling your pool. This can act 
as a reference when questioning increases.  The permanent outdoor water use 
conservation period is in effect from June 1st through September 15th each year. 
Abiding by this Village Ordinance will more than likely lower your monthly bill. 

If you are experiencing financial hardship and need payment assistance or have a 
question regarding your utility bill, please contact Utility Billing at 847-526-9604 
or email waterbilling@wauconda-il.gov for more information.

Summer / Fall Utility Bills

As a friendly reminder, no parking is allowed on Village streets between 2:00 AM 
and 6:00 AM. If you are unable to move your vehicle, please submit an overnight 
parking request through Frontline, which is accessible through the Village web-
site or www.frontlinepss.com/Wauconda. This easy to use online form asks 
for basic location and vehicle details so residents can avoid receiving a citation. 
*Please also remember that parking is prohibited on on Village streets when there is 
an accumulation of two (2) inches or more of snow.  

Overnight Parking
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Prairieland Disposal has offi-
cially joined the LRS family and 
starting in September, Prairi-
eland customers will be billed 
through LRS. A letter contain-
ing important information 
should be enclosed in your 
September billing statement.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Invoices will be mailed out on 
a quarterly basis for services to 
be received:

• Mailed in September for 
September, October and 
November

• Mailed in December for: 
December, January and 
February

• Mailed in March for: March, 
April and May

• Mailed in June for: June, 
July and August

Online accounts and auto pay 
do not transfer over from Prai-
rieland accounts. An auto pay 
form as well as online account 
instructions will be included in 
your September invoice.

If you have any questions about 
the changes to the billing pro-
cess, please call 847-381-9300 or 
email Service@LRSrecycles.com.

Billing Changes 
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As part of the Village’s pavement preservation efforts, the Village Board has ap-
proved various streets to be included in the 2022 Street Improvement Project. In 
2021, HMG Engineers created a 5-year plan based on pavement conditions pre-
viously evaluated in the 2015 surface evaluation study. Roads were prioritized 
based on those ratings as well as other considerations, such as other necessary 
infrastructure projects or improvements and budgetary constraints. These factors 
may cause the delay of certain street improvements. The five-year plan includes 
investing $2 million dollars each year for street improvements, which includes 
roughly 3-4 miles of road annually. Please stay tuned for additional announce-
ments and plans in future newsletters, on social media and on our website. 

Public Works Department Update

Bench

Bench

Main Street
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e 
17
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New Concrete 
Walkway

New Monument 
with Plaque

Existing Monument

As part of the original concept for the 9/11 Memorial, located at the Southwest 
corner of 176 and Main Street, a pathway was to be constructed joining the two 
memorials. The path, which has been named Path of Honor, will consist of a wind-
ing sidewalk, vibrant landscaping, benches, and a memorial monument. Memori-
al Park was built in 1948 and honors veterans of both World Wars, while the 9/11 
Memorial was built in 2015 and pays tribute to the September 11th victims. The 
proposed pathway will allow patrons to also commemorate service members, past 
and present, of other conflicts. 

The Village has budgeted for a portion of the improvements, however, addition-
al funding through sponsorships will be needed to complete the project. Please 
contact Alise Coulter at acoulter@wauconda-il.gov or call 847-526-9600 ext. 112 
for more information. 

Path of Honor

The Lake County Recorder of 
Deeds has implemented an 
additional service for home-
owners to fight against iden-
tity theft and mortgage fraud, 
called “Property Check”. 

This new 24/7 service is free to 
use and allows residents to sign 
up on the Recorder’s website 
to receive an email and/or text 
message, alerting them when-
ever a document has been re-
corded against a specific name 
or property address. Users 
create and maintain their own 
name list that is cross-checked 
as each document is recorded. If 
a matching name entry is found, 
an email and/or text message is 
sent out immediately. 

Lake County residents are en-
couraged to sign up for proper-
ty check alerts on the Recorder’s 
website at Lakecountyil.gov/
Recorder/PropertyCheck. If 
you do not have a computer 
or access to one, please call 
their office at 847-377-2575 
and they will be happy to enter 
your information into the Prop-
erty Check system.

Property Check

6

Subscribe to 
the Wauconda 
E-News
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2022 Election 
Information

Fall Meeting 
Schedule

FALL MEETINGS:
September 6 and 19

October 4 and 18
November 1 and 15

ELECTION DAY: 
NOVEMBER 8, 2022

Register to vote: Village of 
Wauconda residents can reg-
ister to vote in person at the 
Village Hall, 101 North Main 
Street, Wauconda until October 
11, 2022. Grace period regis-
tration is available at the Wau-
conda Township, 505 Bonner 
Road, Wauconda from October 
24 through November 7. Two 
forms of valid identification 
showing your current name, 
one showing your current Lake 
County physical street address, 
are required at registration.

Voting Site: There are multiple 
voting locations within the Vil-
lage of Wauconda. To find your 
assigned voting site, visit lake-
countyil.gov/351/Voter-Power
-for-Registered-Voters or scan 
the QR code here. 

Village Board Meetings are 
held at 6:00 p.m. in the Village 
Hall Board Room, located at 
101 North Main Street. Imme-
diately following each Village 
Board Meeting, the Mayor and 
Trustees will meet as the Com-
mittee of the Whole to discuss 
Village business.
 

The diagram below shows which taxing bodies receive your property tax dol-
lars as well as the portion they receive. The Village receives $1.497 of every 
$100 of taxable Equalized Assessed Value or EAV within its corporate bound-
aries. This represents 13.5% of the 2021 property tax bill. The rest of the funds 
go to other local taxing bodies, including the school district, library, fire pro-
tection district, etc. Each local taxing body, with its own elected board, is re-
sponsible for setting its own tax levy. 

From July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023, the State of Illi-
nois sales and use tax on groceries normally taxed at the 1 
percent (1%) low rate will be 0 percent (0%). Groceries taxed 
at the low rate include food for human consumption that is 
to be consumed off the premises where it is sold (other than alcoholic bever-
ages, food consisting of or infused with adult use cannabis, soft drinks, can-
dy, and food that has been prepared for immediate consumption). See 86 Ill. 
Admin. Code Section 130.310 for more information on grocery items that are 
taxed at the low rate. 

Property Taxes 

Grocery Tax Suspension from July 
1, 2022, through June 30, 2023

Here are four easy ways to stay alert:

• Obey school zone speed limits and follow your 
school’s drop off procedures

• Make eye contact with children that are cross-
ing the street

• Never pass a bus loading or unloading children

• Know what the flashing lights indicate. Flashing lights without an extended 
arm means the bus is preparing to stop, so proceed with caution. A flashing 
light with the extended stop sign means traffic is required to stop in both di-
rections of a two-lane road. 

Back-To-School Safety 
Reminders 
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Main Street is a Movement
Main Street America is a movement that has been helping 
to revitalize older historic commercial districts for over 40 
years. As a community, we can help revitalize this move-
ment on our very own Main Street through engagement, 
referrals, subscribing to e-news and social media accounts, 
positive reviews and shopping.  

We’ve all seen the ‘Support Local’ and ‘Shop Small’ signs 
but have you done that lately? Downtown businesses 
are constantly getting in new stock and products. Don’t 
be afraid to stop by every so often and see the new mer-
chandise. If nothing catches your eye and you have the 
means, buy a gift card. Someone’s birthday will sneak up 
and you’ll be glad that you did. 

Promote them often! Like, comment and share posts 
from your downtown businesses. Subscribe to their email 
newsletters and share their information. Give them posi-
tive reviews. 

Join other community pages and share pictures to attract 

interest from outside the community.
 
Make recommendations! Tell your friends and followers 
about the positive experience and tag the small business. 
Small gestures like this can go a long way for a small business. 

Mayor Jeff A. Sode
Village Board Members
John Barbini
Tim Howe
Village Clerk Virginia “Gigi” Radcliffe
Village Hall 847-526-9600
Public Works 847-526-9610
Community Development 847-526-9609
Utility Billing 847-526-9604 
Police Non-Emergency 847-526-2421

101 North Main Street
Wauconda, IL 60084

Wauconda-Il.gov
Commercial use or reproduction of any materials contained in this 
newsletter is prohibited without permission of the Village of Wauconda.

@VillageofWauconda     
@Wauconda60084     
Village of Wauconda     
Wauconda_60084
Village of Wauconda, Illinois

Adam Schlick
Tom Shaw

Jennifer Kuhn
Nicole M. Strauts

A translated version of the newsletter is available on the Village 
website at wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters. Una versión traducida 
del boletín informativo está disponible en el sitio web de la 
Ciudad en: wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters


